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Assisted Nucleation 
 
Pretty much the same thing happens as in unassisted 
nucleation, except that a solid surface (like a stone, 
or brick) acts as a place for solute molecules to 
meet. A solute molecule encounters the surface of a 
stone, it adsorbs to this surface, and stays on it for a 
certain time before other randomizing forces of the 
solution knock it off. Solute molecules will tend to 
adsorb and aggregate on the surface. This is where 
the protocrystal forms, and the same process as 
described above happens.  
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